pupils may move freely from one program to an- 
other with the least possible loss of time. 

Secondary education is constantly changing 
and developing. New courses are frequently intro- 
duced, which, while not mandatory, serve as 
guidelines for teachers who may adapt them to 
local situations. 


Educational Television 

New educational opportunities are brought into 
the classroom to enrich and involve the pupil 
through the medium of television. Grants to school 
boards encourage the purchase and installation 
of the necessary equipment. Programs may be 
seen six mornings a week during the school year. 


Special Education 

The education of children with language, emo- 
tional, mental and physical problems is carried out 
in classes supported by special legislative grants 
to local school boards. These special classes 
provide assistance for children with limited hear- 
ing, orthopedic problems, speech and other dif- 
ficulties. 


Special Schools 

Grants are made to retarded children’s education 
authorities for the operation of schools for re- 
tarded children. The department is also re- 
sponsible for the education programs in the On- 
tario Hospital Schools operated by the Department 
of Health. 


The School for the Blind at Brantford and the 
Schools for the Deaf at Belleville and Milton are 
residential and operated and paid for by the De- 
partment of Education. 

Sanitorium schools offer educational therapy 
for patients through commercial and vocational 
subjects at both the elementary and secondary 
levels. In addition, special habilitation units are 
arranged for those with severe crippling handi- 
caps. 


Correspondence Courses 

Correspondence courses in subjects of all ele- 
mentary and secondary school grades are provided 
free for adult residents of Ontario, for Ontario chil- 
dren unable to attend school and for persons 
normally resident in Ontario but temporarily living 
abroad. Academic and commercial subjects of 
both the four-year and the five-year secondary 
school program are offered. In addition, trade 
courses such as automotive mechanics, carpentry, 
machine shop practice and radio theory and prac- 
tice are available. 


Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology 

Colleges of applied arts and technology have been 
established to provide courses suited to the needs 
of graduates from any secondary school program 
who do not go on to university. At present, one- 
year pre-employment and two-year technician 
courses are offered by the vocational centres and 
provincial institutes of trades. Three-year tech- 
nology level courses are now offered by the pro- 
vincial institutes of technology. In addition to these 
courses, CAATs will offer a balanced program of 
vocational and liberal arts studies designed to 
meet the needs of the community served by the 
college. Programs will cover a wide range of 
courses in technology, business and applied arts. 

Courses at the colleges will also be available 
to mature students (nineteen years of age or over) 
who wish to continue an interrupted education. 
Adult students may also continue their post-sec- 
ondary education through part-time studies in day 
or evening classes. 

Eighteen colleges of applied arts and tech- 
nology are geographically distributed across On- 
tario so that a majority of the population is within 
commuting distance of a college. Some have 
commenced operation in temporary facilities: 
others are absorbing existing provincial institutes 
of technology, vocational centres, and institutes of 
trades. 


ORCC] 2 70 9713 [0 S42] Mp 
“weers> Education in 
Ontario 


il Elementary and 

; | Secondary Schools 

Las 25 Colleges of Applied Arts 
“ and Technology 

1967 


For further information write to: 


Information Branch 

Ontario Department of Education 
44 Eglinton Avenue West 
Toronto 12, Ontario 
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The British North America Act of 1867 made each 
province of Canada responsible for its own educa- 
tional program. 


Administration 

The head of the Ontario educational system Is 
the Minister of Education-—an elected member 
of the Legislature. The Department of Education 
prepares courses of study, approves textbooks, 
provides for the education of teachers, appoints 
supervisory Officials and makes regulations re- 
garding the length of the school year and school 
day, the ages of compulsory attendance (from six 
to sixteen) and many matters affecting instruction. 

However, much control over educational matters 
is delegated to local school boards, which hire 
teachers, and build and maintain schools. Muni- 
cipal council authorities collect taxes as requested 
by the school boards. 

Schools are financed by local taxation on prop- 
erty, aided by provincial legislative grants. These 
grants are designed to equalize the educational 
Opportunities of all children and to ease the 
burden upon the local taxpayer. 

There are two kinds of elementary school 
boards; Public, which regulate the non-sectarian 
schools; and Separate, usually with jurisdiction 
over Roman Catholic schools. Members (trustees) 
of both are elected. In the secondary school sys- 
tem there is a single tax-supported public board, 
most of whose members are appointed by muni- 
cipal councils. Some additional trustees may be 
named by the elementary public and separate 
school boards. 


In most Ontario cities, in many of the towns and 
in a number of heavily populated townships, there 
are boards of education which operate both the 
public elementary and secondary schools. The 
separate school board is entitled to appoint mem- 
bers while the other members are elected. 

There are also private schools —some of them 
run by religious groups — which usually follow a 
program set by the Department of Education. 

Specialists in the branches and sections of the 
Department of Education assist boards in the 
organization of their schools, provide leadership 
in the supervision of instruction throughout the 
province, and act as consultants in advising school 
officials concerning the implementation of modern 
educational philosophies. 

Plans for new school buildings which are 
eligible for legislative grants are subject to ap- 
proval by the Department for grant purposes. The 
Department’s School Planning and Building 
Research Section makes available to architects 
information on current trends and developments 
in efficient and economical school design. 

The Registrar's Section of the Department of 
Education provides evaluations of the certificates 
of those educated outside the province. 

A newcomer to this province seeking employ- 
ment, or wishing to continue his studies, may 
submit his educational documents to the Regis- 
trar’s Section for assessment in terms of Ontario 
secondary school standards. 


A number of educational institutions, profes- 
sional associations, other departments of the 
Ontario government, as well as employers, make 
use of this service. 


The Schools 

There are 13 grades in the Ontario system — one 
more than in most other provinces in Canada — 
with diplomas being granted upon completion of 
grade 12 and also of grade 13. 


Elementary Schools 

For most Ontario children, kindergarten is the first 
contact with school. It is a critical time, for the 
influence of kindergarten on children may affect 
their entire school life. Individuality is encouraged 
and every effort is made to see that each child 
develops according to his talents. 

From kindergarten, children progress through 
the elementary program where teachers use a 
flexible schedule in classrooms which encourage 
the workshop approach. Working with a variety of 
materials in an atmosphere of security, students 
develop self-respect and a favourable attitude to- 
wards education and towards life itself. 

Bilingual programs are offered in those schools 
which have a substantial enrolment of French- 
speaking students. 


Secondary Schools 

Elementary school students entering the secon- 
dary school program in grade 9 are faced with 
the following choices: a four-year course leading 
to a Secondary Schoo! Graduation Diploma; a five- 
year course leading to a Secondary School Honour 
Graduation Diploma; or a two-year course for 
students intending to take up employment after 
grade 10. 

Graduates of the four-year course may proceed 
to employment or further education at a college 
of applied arts and technology. Graduates of the 
five-year course may apply for admission to univer- 
sities, teachers’ colleges or other post-secondary 
institutions which require grade 13 standing. 

All courses include academic subjects such as 
English, science, mathematics, social sciences 
and foreign languages. Options may also be 
chosen from the technical or commercial areas. 

The following branches are divided into four- 
and five-year programs: 


Arts and Science Branch 
The five-year course can lead to a career in 


,@ 


architecture, dentistry, education, engineering, 
fine arts, forestry, journalism, library science, 
medicine, music, pharmacy, nursing, scientific re- 
search and theology. The four-year program yields 
a broad general education based on academic 
subjects and can lead to the development of a 
specific skill in a special one-year commercial or 
technical course or provide a basis for on-the-job 
training. 


Business and Commerce Branch 

The five-year program is designed for students 
who plan to proceed to post-secondary and uni- 
versity courses leading to careers in business ad- 
ministration, commerce and finance, education, 
law, merchandising and economic research. The 
four-year-program provides a broad general and 
business education with specialized training in 
bookkeeping, stenography, clerical work, market- 
ing and merchandising and data processing. 


Science, Technology and Trades Branch 

The five-year course leads to university and 
technological institutes and is for those expecting 
to enter one of the scientific or engineering fields. 
The four-year course is for those who wish to be- 
come technicians or technical tradesmen. 

A student may choose from the available pro- 
grams the course most appropriate to his needs. 
In this choice he may seek the advice of guidance 
personnel. All programs are designed so that 


